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FOUNDATION 
SPOTLIGHT
Current and Past  

Leaders Reconnect  
at August Gathering

On August 14, past and present 
Board chairs and Executive 

Committee members got together 
at Butterfield Country Club for a 

special evening of sharing stories, 
reconnecting, and hearing about  

the Foundation’s recent work  
in the community. 

Each leader has played a vital role 
in shaping DuPage Foundation’s 

growth and strengthening our 
impact. Their leadership has laid the 
groundwork for us to serve DuPage 

County with vision and purpose. 

“Getting together was an inspiring 
reminder of the leadership that 
has carried us forward,” said 

current Board Chair Bill Blum. “It 
was wonderful to celebrate their 
contributions while reflecting on 
where we are today and where  

we’re headed.” 

Fall is a natural time to pause and take stock, not just of what we’ve 
accomplished, but of how far we’ve come together and where we’re 
headed next.

It has been an energizing year here at DuPage Foundation. From our All 
In DuPage gatherings to the growing excitement around the Illinois Gives 
Tax Credit, we’re seeing first-hand how generosity and vision can spark 
collective impact. 

One recent example is our joint recognition with the DuPage County Board 
as the 2025 Philanthropic Foundation of the Year by the West Suburban 
Philanthropic Network. This award shows what we can achieve when 
public and private partners come together with a common purpose. 
Through the DuPage Community Transformation Partnership, we have 
collaborated to grant more than $10 million to address urgent needs in 
food insecurity, housing instability, mental health, and substance use 
disorder and lay the groundwork for long-term solutions. We’re proud to 
receive this award as part of a collective, community-wide effort.

That same spirit of shared purpose is elevating the success of All In 
DuPage, our historic campaign to build endowed resources and create 
lasting, local impact. This summer, passionate volunteer leaders and 
friends hosted gatherings across the county to introduce the campaign 
to their networks and share why building a stronger DuPage matters 
now more than ever. Their stories and their leadership are creating new 
waves of support. One such story of Zac and Kristin Larson is a powerful 
example of what it looks like to give generously—in both time and 
treasure—to support the community you love.

We’re also proud to spotlight Arts DuPage Month this October, which 
invites residents to experience the remarkable creative energy across 
our local arts scene. Whether it’s live performance, visual art, or cultural 
celebration, this month is a reminder that joy and impact often go hand  
in hand.

Every story in this issue points to a larger truth: When we work together 
with intention, generosity, and a deep sense of connection, the results 

speak for themselves. I invite you to enjoy 
the stories that follow and see the impact  
that your support is making. Thank you 
for all that you do to move our shared 
mission forward!

Would you like to receive this 
newsletter electronically?
Email Maureen Brink at  
maureen@dupagefoundation.org.
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Follow Us

Our Vision
To raise the quality of life  
throughout DuPage County.

Our Mission
To foster philanthropy, 
connect donors to 
area needs, and build 
community partnerships.

Front row (from left to right): Former Chair Denice 
Gierach, Chair Bill Blum, Vice Chair Roger McDougal, 
Grant Committee Chair Betsy Goltermann, Audit 
Committee Chair John Kaiser, and Former Chair Frank 
Hudetz; Back row (from left to right): Former Chair 
Nate Wasson, Former Chair Joe Weidenbach, Former 
Treasurer Ted Saul, and Treasurer Braden Waverley.
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