Application DuPage Foundation

2026 Bright & Early DuPage Grant

DuPage Foundation

Collaboration Name*
What is the name of your collaboration?

Character Limit: 100

Request Category*

Choices
New Collaboration Development
Established Local Early Childhood Collaboration

Grant Amount Requested*
Please specify the total amount of your request (Maximum $50,000).

Character Limit: 20

Leadership*
Who is leading the development of the collaboration? Include name, organization, and title.

Character Limit: 250

Geographic Boundaries*
What are the geographic boundaries of your collaboration?

Character Limit: 500

Bright & Early DuPage Collaboration Goals

1. Engage with community partners such as school districts, health care providers and early
childhood education providers as a part of collaboration activities.

2. Provide educational programs/events to help families understand child development,
strengthen parent-child relationships, and navigate early childhood systems. Offer extra
support—such as workshops, seminars, or health fairs—for families with children facing
challenges like language barriers, disabilities, or health needs.

3. Support and/or increase developmental screenings for young children (ages 0-5 years old) in
your region and monitor the number of referrals for early intervention services.

4. Promote quality early childhood education and work towards full enrollment of all available
program seats (center-based and home-based) in your community.
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New Collaboration Development

Partners*

During the first year, a collaboration will be expected to partner with its local school district(s),
at least five community organizations, and early childcare providers, and to engage with local
families who represent the population being served.

1. Provide a brief description of your partnership with the local school district(s).
2. In addition to the school district(s),what existing community partners are currently engaged
and actively involved with your collaboration?

Character Limit: 1500

Potential Partners*
What other community partners do you hope to engage during the first year and how will you
involve them?

Character Limit: 1500

Collaboration Goals*
Specifically describe how your collaboration will work towards the four Bright & Early DuPage
goals listed above?

Character Limit: 2000

Collaboration Metrics*
How will your collaborations measure the impact of your proposed activities based on the Work
Plan and Impact Metrics?

Character Limit: 1500

Fund Allocation*
Provide specific details as to how the requested funds will be allocated to accomplish your goals
in the first year.

Character Limit: 1000

Timeline*
Provide a timeline for how you plan to accomplish these goals during the grant period (August
2026-June 2027).

Character Limit: 1500

Established Local Early Childhood Collaboration

School District Partnership*
Provide a brief description of your partnership with the local school district(s).

Printed On: 10 February 2026 2026 Bright & Early DuPage Grant 2


https://drive.google.com/uc?export=download&id=1c9lIigbPDNyz6GrNm13SY3JglkcMdlK8
https://drive.google.com/uc?export=download&id=1c9lIigbPDNyz6GrNm13SY3JglkcMdlK8

Application DuPage Foundation

Character Limit: 1000

Existing Community Partners*
In addition to the school district(s), what existing community partners are currently engaged
and actively involved with your collaboration?

Character Limit: 2000

Potential Community Partners*
Are there other potential partners you hope to engage with during this year and how will you
involve them?

Character Limit: 1500

Refer to the Bright & Early DuPage Work Plan and Impact Metrics document to answer
the following questions.

Goal 1
Engage with community partners such as school districts, health care providers and early
childhood education providers as a part of collaboration activities.

Goal 1 - Activities/Events*
Use the Work Plan and Impact Metrics to develop or expand activities/events your
collaboration will accomplish this year related to this goal and describe each one.

Character Limit: 2000

Goal 1 - Meeting Agendas*

Upload agendas of your community partner meetings from the past year.
File Size Limit: 6 MB

Goal 1 - Impact*
Given the required Bright & Early Work Plan and Impact Metrics, how will you measure the
effectiveness of your proposed activities/events related to this goal?

Character Limit: 1500

Goal 2

Provide educational programs/events to help families understand child development,
strengthen parent-child relationships, and navigate early childhood systems. Offer extra
support—such as workshops, seminars, or health fairs—for families with children facing
challenges like language barriers, disabilities, or health needs.

Goal 2 - Activities/Events*
Use the Work Plan and Impact Metrics to develop or expand activities/events your
collaboration will accomplish this year related to this goal and describe each one.
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Character Limit: 2000

Goal 2 - Activity/Event Tracking*
How will you track attendance, resources distributed and post-event follow-up?

Character Limit: 1000

Goal 2 - Impact*
How will you measure the effectiveness of your proposed activities/events related to this goal?
Character Limit: 1500

Goal 3
Support and/or increase developmental screenings for young children (ages 0-5 years old) in
your region and monitor the number of referrals for early intervention services.

Goal 3 - Activities/Events*
Use the Work Plan and Impact Metrics to develop or expand activities/events your
collaboration will accomplish this year related to this goal and describe each one.

Character Limit: 2000

Goal 3 - Impact*
How will you measure the effectiveness of your proposed activities/events related to this goal?
Character Limit: 1000

Goal 4
Promote quality early childhood education and work towards full enroliment of all available
program seats (center-based and home-based) in your community.

Goal 4 - Activities/Events*
Use the Work Plan and Impact Metrics to develop or expand activities/events your
collaboration will accomplish this year related to this goal and describe each one.

Character Limit: 2000

Goal 4 - Impact*
How will you measure the effectiveness of your proposed activities/events related to this goal?
Character Limit: 2000

Attachments

Collaborative Budget*
Download and complete the Collaboration Budget (including additional revenue sources)

File Size Limit: 4 MB
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Additional Attachment (Optional)
If there is information related to your request that you feel is important for the Foundation to

know but that you were not able to present in this application, you may describe or upload it
here

Character Limit: 2500 | File Size Limit: 5 MB

Final Report (Internal Only)
This is a copy of the collaboration’s report from the 2025 grant.
File Size Limit: 9 MB

Electronic Signature

Electronic Signature*

Prior to the release of any grant monies, a grant recipient will be required to sign a grant
agreement to use funds for the sole purpose stated in the application form. Failure to comply
with the terms of the grant agreement will jeopardize any future grants from the DuPage
Foundation.

Enter your full name, business title and the date of submission. (e.g.: Erin Smith, Board
President, May 15, 2026)

Character Limit: 250

By entering your information above and clicking "l agree" below, you are certifying that:
1. the information contained in this application is true and correct.

2. the proposed program/project has been adopted by your organization as a part of its
plan of work.

3. you are duly authorized to submit this application, or you have uploaded a signature
page of someone who is duly authorized to submit this application on behalf of your
organization.

Your completion of this section constitutes an electronic signature.*

Choices
| agree
| do not agree
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