








The two met in the summer of 1985 at a softball game. 
“My softball coach was Al’s best friend. He thought we’d 
hit it off, and he was right,” said Patti. “We were engaged 
within a year.” A shared sense of purpose has shaped 
both their family and their philanthropy.

FINDING PURPOSE

Al and Patti each began their careers in accounting, 
only to realize it was not their passion. Patti went on to 
teach first grade in Naperville, while Al moved into the 
ministry. “We both realized we probably weren’t on the 
correct career path,” said Al. “And we supported one 
another in finding work that made us happier.” Those 
early experiences would prove invaluable in stewarding 
philanthropic resources.

A FAMILY LEGACY OF GIVING

Giving back has long been part of Al’s family story. His 
father—a Swedish immigrant who worked for UPS for 48 
years—believed deeply in generosity, education, and 
opportunity. “Education was the great equalizer,” said Al. 
“Once they had the means, they were very intentional 

about giving back.” That legacy led 
to the creation of a family foundation 
in 1999, which Al and Patti would 
steward together along with other 
relatives.

A TRUSTED PARTNERSHIP

The Gustafsons started working with DuPage Foundation 
in the early childhood education space in the late 2000s 
when their family foundation was building an Educare 
center in West Chicago. The partnership grew when the 
Gustafson Family Foundation made a $1 million grant 
to DuPage Foundation in support of its Bright & Early 
DuPage initiative to leverage a $1 million matching grant 
from the Grand Victoria Foundation. 

The collaboration culminated in 2017 when the 
Gustafsons and their board elected to convert their 
family foundation to a donor-advised fund at DuPage 
Foundation. “We realized there was an expertise we 
simply didn’t have,” said Al. “DuPage Foundation could 
scan the landscape, identify needs, and help us invest 
our dollars more wisely and more impactfully.” 

That partnership allowed the couple to devote more time 
to the Swifty Foundation, created in memory of their son 
Michael, whom they lost in 2013 to brain cancer. At the 
heart of Swifty is the Gift from a Child program, which is 
a national post-mortem brain tumor donation program 
benefitting research. “[Transferring the family foundation] 
freed us up to focus on what mattered most to our family,” 
said Patti. “Knowing our philanthropy was in such capable 
hands was truly a gift.”

WHY EARLY CHILDHOOD MATTERS

Throughout their years of involvement, Al and Patti 
have been drawn to education and prevention-focused 
solutions. Patti’s years as a teacher and her hands-on 
involvement with Educare of West DuPage cemented 
her belief that investing early can change everything. 
“For me, it’s about kids starting kindergarten happy and 
ready to learn,” said Patti. “If we can close that gap at the 
beginning, it changes the rest of their lives.”

ALL IN FOR DUPAGE WITH A $1 MILLION 
MATCHING CHALLENGE

The Gustafsons’ longstanding partnership with DuPage 
Foundation led them to make a $1 million matching grant 
challenge this past fall in support of its All in DuPage 
campaign. Having seen firsthand how endowment-based, 
collaborative funding can grow and adapt over time, Al 
and Patti believe deeply in the campaign’s vision. “We’ve 
watched what happens when resources are pooled and 
managed well,” said Al. 

All In DuPage’s focus on expanding the amount of the 
Foundation’s annual responsive community grantmaking, 
strengthening nonprofit capacity, and responding quickly 
to emerging needs resonated deeply, especially after 
witnessing the Foundation’s leadership and strategic 
grantmaking during and after the pandemic. Their 
campaign commitment, structured as a matching grant 

challenge from their donor-advised fund, is designed not 
only to invest in the future of DuPage County, but to inspire 
others to do the same.

“We’ve witnessed the power of community-focused 
endowments and know what they can do long-term 
for DuPage and the scores of charities the Foundation 
supports,” said Al. “Our intention with this latest 
commitment is to inspire others to join us in making similar 
investments at the Foundation that have the power to 
sustain and transform.”

For every $250,000 a donor contributes to All In DuPage, 
the Gustafsons will recommend a 1:1 match from their 
Foundation donor-advised fund, up to a total of $1 million, 
to create a permanent community endowment to  
enhance the Foundation’s annual responsive grantmaking 
budget, with a focus on supporting transformational 
grants under the new “Strengthen” lane of its Community 
Impact grant program.

LOOKING AHEAD

For the Gustafsons, supporting DuPage Foundation is 
ultimately about investing in possibility—namely, what can 
happen when generosity is paired with trust, collaboration, 
and a long-term commitment to delivering strategic 
community impact. Through All In DuPage, they are 
helping ensure that possibility remains within reach today 
and for generations to come.
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Patti (left) and Al (second from right) at their 
daughter-in-law Morgan and son Ian’s wedding 
with their daughter Bridget (right).

For Al and Patti Gustafson, philanthropy is about paying 
attention to people, to opportunity, and the impact thoughtful 
generosity can create.

Al & Patti Gustafson: Investing 
in Possibility, Together

Do you want to go All In for DuPage? Learn more 
about how you can support our community’s 
future by visiting dupagefoundation.org/AllIn or 
contacting us at 630.665.5556.

Al and Patti with representatives from the Gustafson Family Foundation and 
DuPage Foundation in 2017 after signing paperwork to convert their family 
foundation to a donor-advised fund.

THE MATCHING CHALLENGE
For every $250,000 a donor 

contributes to All In DuPage the 
Gustafsons will recommend a 1:1 
match from their donor-advised 
fund, up to a total of $1 million.



Spring 2026 Newsletter10 DuPage Foundation 11

Destination DuPage, our 2025 Annual Benefit, was held November 8 at The Westin Chicago-Lombard, 
with more than 450 guests. It was a celebration of community, bringing together neighbors, nonprofits, and 
generous partners to honor the people, stories, and spirit that make DuPage special.

Through incredible generosity, the event raised nearly $850,000—a record! This essential funding propels 
the Foundation’s work to address DuPage County’s most pressing challenges and opportunities—from  
food insecurity and housing instability to mental health and workforce development—while helping area 
donors, businesses, and other partners achieve lasting philanthropic impact.

A SPECIAL FOCUS ON FOOD INSECURITY DROVE ONE OF THE 
NIGHT’S MOST MEANINGFUL MOMENTS.

With a generous lead commitment from the Shebik Family and a matching challenge 
from Duly Health and Care and Earl and Kay Harbaugh, the Foundation allocated 
$100,000 from its paddle raise for emergency support of the local food crisis. 
Loaves & Fishes Community Services, Neighborhood Food Pantries, The Outreach 
House, People’s Resource Center, and West Suburban Community Pantry each 
received $20,000 to support immediate food purchases.

“DuPage is a vibrant community with much to celebrate and enjoy,” said Mike Sitrick, 
Foundation president & CEO. “But we also have a front-row seat to the real and 
growing struggles faced by more than 230,000 of our neighbors who are fighting to 
meet basic needs. Helping them and ensuring that the quality of life for our entire 
community remains strong requires us to work together. That’s why it’s time for us to 

think BIG about doing good for DuPage. I couldn’t be more grateful for 
the phenomenal support of our many donors and community partners 

who showed up to invest with us in building a stronger DuPage.”

EXPLORER SPONSORS

TRAVELER SPONSORS

PASSENGER SPONSORS

Apparatus Cinema Service

Black Diamond Planners

Blooming Color

Memory Lane

Rothschild Wealth Partners

Calamos Investments

Capstone Financial Advisors

College of DuPage

Jeff & Julie Curran

The Kaiser Family

Charlie & Kathy McKenna

Simon/Myers with  
Jim & Marci Myers

Rathje Woodward LLC

Wheaton Bank & Trust

PREMIER SPONSOR

MATCHING CHALLENGE PARTNERS

ADVENTURER SPONSOR

VOYAGER SPONSORS

NAVIGATOR SPONSORS

Attendees partake in a paper 
airplane contest.

DESTINATION DUPAGE  
HOST COMMITTEE

From left to right:
Matt and Jennifer Darnall
Joan Morrissey
Mike and Elizabeth Sitrick
Krishna and Meghna Bansal
Jennifer and Bill Blum, co-chairs
Molly and Roman Boed
Joan and Pete Vilim
Laurie McMahon
Steve and Megan Shebik
Not pictured: Christopher and 
Susan Burke

Annual Benefit, Destination DuPage, 
Achieves Record Attendance and Support 

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR 2026 BENEFIT 
ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7!

G. Carl Ball
Family Foundation

Rich & Rebecca Cline
Ernie & Diane Mrozek

Earl & Kay Harbaugh

Steve & Emily Burt

Al & Patti Gustafson

Chris & Karin Rohn

Robert & Victoria Fernandez

Ed Momkus & Betsy Goltermann
Itasca Bank & Trust Co.

Left: DuPage Foundation Board  
Chair, Bill Blum, toasts the audience 
before dinner.

Above: Trustee John Kaiser, enjoying 
a 1965 Ford Mustang brought by 
Memory Lane.

Right: Wes and Ingrid Becton, dancing 
to the music of Maggie Speaks.
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Dan Maguire always believed in the power of building 
and getting involved. “In my life, being involved is 
one of the necessary ingredients,” said Dan, a retired 
civil engineer and general contractor whose career, 
culminating as president & CEO and later vice chair of 
Executive Construction, Inc., helped shape commercial 
landscapes across the greater Chicago region and 
country. Since retiring in 2008, Dan’s focus has shifted 
to strengthening the community he calls home.

Not long after stepping back from his career, Dan 
accepted an invitation to join DuPage Foundation’s 
Board of Trustees, which sparked years of service. He 
served as Board Chair and continues to play active 
roles as a Trustee Emeritus and Investment  
Committee member.

“Being part of this [volunteer work] gives you 
perspective on the level of need,” he said. “You  
learn exactly who is out there that needs help. The  
Foundation knows the playing field, and that  
knowledge is invaluable.”

It’s that deep local knowledge and connection that 
inspired Dan to name DuPage Foundation’s Operating 
Endowment in his estate plan. He sees his planned 
gift as a lasting investment in the Foundation’s financial 
sustainability, supporting the people and place his late 
wife, Beth, cared so deeply about. Last year, he also 
made a significant gift to our All In DuPage campaign in 
her honor.

For Dan, philanthropy is about more than giving back. 

It’s about creating something lasting. He’s passed this 
spirit on to his adult children, Kevin and Elyse, inviting 
them to recommend charitable gifts through his donor-
advised fund at the Foundation.

“Elyse told me that giving gifts to those in need is more 
fun than getting stuff,” he said. “Teaching your children 
to be just as giving as you is a phenomenal way to pass 
on your legacy.”

Dan’s journey from national builder and engineer to 
DuPage neighbor has been marked by purpose. “I knew 
a lot about Cook County, Dan said. “But once I retired, 
one of my goals was to really get to know DuPage. That 
led me here.”

Thanks to Dan’s foresight and generosity, DuPage 
Foundation will continue helping donors and nonprofits 
thrive for years to come.

Dan Maguire: Building a 
Legacy of Local Impact The Legacy Society: Create 

Lasting Impact for Your 
Community and Favorite Causes
Our Legacy Society honors the more than 200 generous, forward-thinking donors and 
families who have included us in their will, trust, IRA, life insurance policy, or other estate 
plans. By naming DuPage Foundation as a charitable beneficiary, you can ensure your generosity  
has a lasting and transformational impact for generations to come.

Legacy Society members share a commitment to strengthening DuPage County and advancing the 
causes they care about, both today and in the future. Our team can also work with you to include  
your charitable passions outside of DuPage. A planned gift connects you with a group of other 
visionary donors whose foresight will help continue to shape our community for generations to come. 
Creating a legacy does not require extraordinary wealth—only the desire to make a meaningful and 
lasting difference. 

To learn more about joining this special circle of community friends, please contact us at 630.665.5556 
or visit dupagefoundation.org/LegacySociety.

10 New Legacy Society Members Since October 2025
Anonymous (8)
Charles E. and Laura Bokar
Ruth A. Gustafson

Dan with his late wife Beth at DuPage Foundation’s 
30th Anniversary celebration in 2016.

Dan Maguire outside of his home in Naperville.

To learn more, see the next 
page for details about our 
Legacy Society and how it helps 
neighbors like Dan do a world of 
good in our own backyard.

17 New Funds Established 
Since October 2025

•  Eleanor Kearney Bovy Fund for Children

•  Leo E. Bovy Fund for Veterans

•  Christopher and Susan Burke Education and  
    Conservation Fund

•  Carlson Family Charitable Fund

•  Cosley Foundation Susan Wahlgren Fund

•  The Conservation Foundation Designated Fund

•  Matthew and Lillian Gerken Fund

•  Wendy Hayum-Gross and Jeff Gross Fund for  
    Grow Wellness Foundation

•  Lehman Family Fund

•  James and Marykay Mark Family Fund

•  McAfee-Adams Family Fund

•  Hon. Kenneth Moy Fund

•  Nancy and Andy Fund

•  Thoele Family Fund

•  Garry and Debra Vaccaro Family Charitable Fund

•  Mary L. Voigt Operating Endowment Fund 

•  George Webster Fund
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Sitrick and Szczepaniak Recognized 
for Their Community Leadership

Illinois Gives Tax Credit

We are proud to celebrate two of our leaders who received well-deserved  
recognition for their work and our impact across DuPage County.

Foundation President & CEO Mike Sitrick was named to Crain’s Chicago Business’s 
2026 “Who’s Who” list, an honor recognizing influential leaders shaping the future of 
the Chicago region. Throughout his career at the Foundation, Mike has championed 
strategic philanthropy, collaborative partnerships, and community-focused impact. His 
recognition reflects not only his professional accomplishments, but also the role DuPage Foundation plays as a 
trusted partner for donors and their advisors, nonprofits, and community leaders.

Vice President for Programs Barb Szczepaniak was also featured as one of 
Glancer® Chicago West’s “15 Fascinating Faces of 2025.” Barb oversees 
all of our grant programs, ensuring we direct resources impactfully to the 
organizations making the biggest difference throughout DuPage and beyond. 
She works closely with our grantees, donors, and other community partners on 
issues affecting our county and leads our DuPage Funders’ Collaborative and 
Bright & Early DuPage initiative, among other strategic collaborations. 

These honors celebrate Mike and Barb as individuals and shine a spotlight on 
DuPage Foundation’s leadership throughout our community and the greater 
Chicago region. Their recognition elevates our profile, expands our reach, and 
reinforces our commitment to doing a world of good in our own backyard®.

We congratulate Mike and Barb on their achievements and are grateful for the passion, integrity, and dedication 
they bring to advancing our mission every day.

Give to Your Community. Receive a Tax Credit.

The Illinois Gives Tax Credit offers a 25% Illinois income tax credit 
for contributions to permanent endowment funds at qualified 
community foundations.

That means your charitable gift can create lasting support for 
nonprofits while giving you a valuable tax benefit.

Curious if this opportunity is right for you?

Speak with your accountant and financial advisor to learn more. You can 
also visit dupagefoundation.org/ILGives or contact us at 630.665.5556.

Welcome, New Trustee Tony Chereso
Tony’s extensive expertise, thoughtful persepective and insights will help  
guide the Foundation’s work.

Tony serves as CEO and president of The Inland Real Estate Companies, LLC, part of 
The Inland Real Estate Group of Companies, Inc., one of the nation’s largest commercial 
real estate, finance, and alternative investment organizations. With more than 30 years of 
experience across finance, investments, and real estate, Tony has built a career defined 
by strategic leadership and collaboration. Throughout his career, he has emphasized 
integrity, accountability, and long-term value—principles that closely align with the 
Foundation’s mission.

“DuPage is my home, and I feel a personal responsibility to be engaged and to support DuPage Foundation, 
our county’s champion for philanthropy,” said Chereso. “This appointment builds on Inland’s multi-decade 
legacy of supporting the Foundation, and I look forward to contributing alongside other civic and philanthropic 
leaders who are addressing local needs through collective action and making a positive, countywide impact.”

Tony’s commitment to service extends beyond his professional work. He serves on several local boards and 
supports organizations focused on civic engagement and community well-being. A Wheaton resident, Tony is 
deeply connected to DuPage and is passionate about investing locally.

With Tony’s help, we will continue to advance our work of bringing together people, knowledge, and resources 
to address our community’s greatest challenges and opportunities through collective impact, right here in our 
own backyard.

Welcome to the Team, Payton Sakamoto
As our Accounting & Finance Associate, Payton supports the  
financial work that powers the Foundation’s mission.

Payton joins us bringing a strong academic background in accounting with experience 
supporting data-driven operations. In his role, he supports our accounting and financial 
functions with account analysis and reconciliation, prepares financial reports and 
summaries, and helps maintain accurate financial records. He also works across the 
organization, providing financial and data management support that ensures coordination 
with every department.

Payton earned his bachelor’s degree in accounting from DePaul University. While at DePaul, he gained hands-
on experience working in the university’s athletics department. There, he supported media relations and team 
operations while also processing and analyzing team data. This experience strengthened his analytical skills, 
attention to detail, and ability to manage information in fast-paced environments.

Outside of work, Payton enjoys reading, taking walks, and studying U.S. and European history. We are 
thrilled to welcome Payton to our team and look forward to him adding much value to the Foundation with his 
knowledge and skills. Please join us in giving him a warm reception!



dupagefoundation.org  |  630.665.5556

3000 Woodcreek Dr., Ste. 310  |  Downers Grove, IL 60515

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF DOING A 
WORLD OF GOOD IN OUR OWN BACKYARD®.
Since 1986, DuPage Foundation has served as our community’s champion for philanthropy. Our purpose 
is simple yet profound: To raise the quality of life throughout DuPage County by fostering philanthropy, 
connecting donors to area needs, and building community partnerships. In 2026, we commemorate this 
milestone together. Thank you for being part of our story. We can’t wait to celebrate with you!


