










In 2023, just weeks before her 100th birthday, Mary 
passed away, leaving behind a life shaped by 
independence, curiosity, and deep care for others. 
Mary’s impact continues to grow in ways she would 
have loved, and her story lives on through her 
charitable legacy and heartfelt participation from 
loved ones in partnership with the Foundation.

At the center of that story is Steve Smith, a close 
family friend of Mary, her estate steward, and 
successor donor-advisor, who, together with his wife, 
Christine, now carries forward her vision through the 
Mary L. Voigt Fund.

FROM FRIENDSHIP TO FAMILY

Mary became part of Steve’s life early on. What 
started as a workplace friendship with Steve’s mother 
quickly turned into something more. Mary joined 
family holidays, Sunday dinners, and everyday 
moments. Over time, she became a constant 
presence as someone who showed up, spoke her 
mind, and cared deeply.

“She became an aunt to me and my sister, and  
she’s been a second grandmother to all of our  
kids,” said Steve. 

That bond only deepened over the years. After 
Steve’s mother passed in 2016, Mary remained a 
steady, motherly figure in his life. It’s that familial 
closeness and trust that ultimately led Mary to put her 
legacy in Steve and Christine’s hands, together with 
DuPage Foundation.

Mary Voigt, a long-time Downers Grove resident, didn’t do  
anything halfway. 

She bought a BMW in her eighties. She hosted family gatherings that 
filled entire rooms. She argued—enthusiastically—and 
gave generously, often at the same time.

And today, her legacy is still in motion.

A GIVING SPIRIT THAT 
NEVER STOPPED

Mary had strong opinions. She was a feisty debater. But 
at her core, she gave—quietly, consistently, and with 
intention.

She volunteered at food banks. She made quilts for 
women in need. She funded a library so others could 
have access to books. She gave where she saw need, 
and where she felt connection.

And she made sure that giving would continue.

When Mary began planning for the future, she worked 
with a trusted advisor who helped turn her generosity 
into something lasting. Her attorney, Brien Nagle, 
introduced her to the Foundation. That introduction 
helped Mary see how her giving could reach further, 
supporting both the causes she loved and the broader 
needs of DuPage County.

Before her passing, 
Mary established a 
donor-advised fund and 
named us as the residual 
beneficiary of her estate. 
That decision created 
something powerful: a 
permanent source of 
support for the causes 
she cared about and  
the community she 
called home.

CARRYING IT FORWARD

Today, Steve and Christine bring Mary’s same 
thoughtfulness to every decision they make, and they 
don’t take that responsibility lightly.

“Mary told me she trusted us to do what we felt was 
right,” said Steve. “By placing her trust in us, it’s almost 
like she’s passing on her philanthropic spirit.”

Since succeeding Mary as advisors for her fund, Steve 
and Christine have recommended a number of grants 
honoring Mary’s interests as well as their own.

Building on Mary’s belief in the importance of 
permanent sources of support, this past spring they 
recommended a significant grant for our $35-million All 
In DuPage community endowment campaign, helping 
ensure we have the capacity and infrastructure to 
respond to our community’s evolving needs for years 
to come.

By providing generous support for both the expansion 
of our office space and our Operating Endowment 
Fund, the Smiths are securing our ability to deliver 
lasting impact. It’s a decision rooted in trust, and it 
reflects Mary’s own instincts.

For Steve, this work has become more 
than stewardship. It’s become a source of 
connection and happiness.

“I have found so much joy in selecting quality 
nonprofits that need resources,” he said.  

That joy shows up in the details. Reviewing 
grant requests. Learning about local organizations. 

Responding to real, immediate needs and opportunities.  
But ultimately, deciding how to give comes back to 
Mary’s influence.

“Making these grants is what Mary would have loved,” 
said Steve. “Her legacy is in her giving nature that will 
support our community for generations.”

A LEGACY IN MOTION

Mary Voigt lived a full life—one marked by 
independence, humor, and generosity. 

“The night Mary died, I told her, ‘When you get to heaven, 
try not to argue with God until after you’re on the other 
side of the gates,’” said Steve. “She cracked a little smile, 
so I knew she heard me.”

Today, Mary’s legacy continues to create impact 
across DuPage County. Through Steve and Christine’s 
stewardship and our partnership, her charitable 
investment is doing exactly what she intended: helping 
people, supporting nonprofits, and strengthening the 
community she loved.
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Mary (center) celebrating Mother’s Day 2022 with Jennifer 
(left) and Steve and Christine (right).

Mary (center, left) with Steve 
(left), Christine (center, right), 
and the Smiths’ son, Andrew 
(right) in 2021.

Mary Voigt: The Gift of 
Enduring Generosity

Mary celebrating her 97th  

birthday on February 14, 2020.

Mary Voigt (center) celebrating Mother’s Day 2022 with Christine 
Smith (left) and Mary’s grand-niece, Jennifer Havenga (right).

Do you want to go All In for DuPage? Learn more about how you 
can support our community’s future at dupagefoundation.org/AllIn 
or by contacting Natalie Knight, vice president for advancement, at 
natalie@dupagefoundation.org or 630.598.5291.
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Dr. Laura and Chuck Bokar: 
Honoring a Legacy of Service
Faith, service, and community have shaped every 
chapter of Dr. Laura and Chuck Bokar’s lives. Those 
values guided their careers, their volunteer work, and 
ultimately, their decision to include DuPage Foundation 
in their estate plan. 

Dr. Laura Bokar has built a career centered on helping 
others navigate life’s challenges. As CEO of the 
Naperville-based mental health provider Fox Valley 
Institute, an author, and a leader in behavioral health, 
her work reflects a deep commitment to care and 
connection. That commitment extends well beyond 
Laura’s profession. She has served in leadership roles 
with Loaves & Fishes Community Services, KidsMatter, 
and the Naperville Area Chamber of Commerce, 
earning recognition for both her professional 
achievements and her impact as a volunteer.

Chuck Bokar’s path has been equally rooted in service. 
As an officer in the United States Marine Corps, he 
developed a lasting dedication to supporting veterans 
and their families. Over the years, he has brought that 
commitment to life through hands-on volunteerism, 
board service, and mentorship. Chuck’s involvement 
has included work with a local homeless shelter, 
the USO of Illinois, and Bunker Labs, as well as the 

Naperville Marines and Rotary. That sense of purpose has 
remained constant. “It’s stayed with me throughout my whole 
life,” said Chuck. “[Giving back] was just sort of natural.”

Their story began with a serendipitous meeting. Chuck was 
a greeter at a new church when Laura first walked through 
the doors. What started as a chance introduction quickly 
revealed a shared set of values and a common vision for 
how they wanted to live their lives. They were married less 
than a year later, beginning a partnership grounded in 
purpose and service.

That shared outlook is what drew the Bokars to DuPage 
Foundation. They were inspired by the Foundation’s  
deep understanding of local needs and our ability to 
strengthen the entire community, not just a single cause. 

As the Bokars began planning for the future, they wanted to 
define the kind of legacy they would create.  

“When we’re not here, where do we want things to go?” 
Chuck reflected. “What’s going to have a lasting impact?” 
Including DuPage Foundation in their estate plan felt like 
a natural step. With encouragement from their estate 
planning attorney, Denice Gierach of the Gierach Law Firm, 
a Foundation trustee emerita and committee member, they 
were drawn to the Foundation’s leadership, long-term vision, 
and ability to steward resources in ways that will continue to 
serve DuPage County for generations.

The Bokars hope others consider the impact they can 
have. Legacy giving, they believe, begins with a simple 

question about what matters most. Organizations 
like us provide a pathway to translate values into 

meaningful, lasting change.

For the Bokars, legacy is not defined by a 
single moment. It is built over time through 
consistent care, thoughtful action, and 
commitment to others. By including DuPage 
Foundation in their estate plan, they can 
continue to shape the community they care 
about for future generations.

“Thank you to Mike Sitrick and Michael 
Trench for taking the time to get to 
know us and for making us feel truly 
welcomed as part of the DuPage 
Foundation family. We are also 
especially grateful to Denice Gierach, 
our attorney, who was the first to 
introduce us to DuPage Foundation.” 

	      – Dr. Laura and Chuck Bokar

Shape Your Legacy
Our Legacy Society honors the more than 200 generous, forward-thinking donors and families who 
have included us in their will, trust, IRA, life insurance policy, or other estate plans. By naming DuPage 
Foundation as a charitable beneficiary, you can ensure your generosity has a lasting and transformational 
impact for generations to come.

Legacy Society members share a commitment to strengthening DuPage County and advancing the 
causes they care about both today and in the future. Our team can also work with you to include your 
charitable passions outside of DuPage. 

To learn more about our Legacy Society, visit dupagefoundation.org/LegacySociety  
or contact Natalie Knight, vice president for advancement, at  
natalie@dupagefoundation.org or 630.598.5291.  

5 New Legacy Society 
Members Since April 2026

Anonymous (3)
James and Lynnea Mensching
Jacqueline A. Plourde

6 New Funds Established 
Since April 2026

Borsche Family Fund for Food Insecurity 

Cosley Foundation Agency Fund

David Eller Career Support Fund 

Monarch Landing Benevolent Care
Endowment Fund

NuPAGE Communities Agency Fund

Oommen Family Philanthropy Fund

Dr. Laura and Chuck Bokar at the 2025 
Naperville Marines Ball, where Chuck served 
as the emcee.

The Bokars celebrate Thanksgiving with the 
team at Fox Valley Institute.

Dr. Laura and Chuck during a jeep 
tour in scenic Sedona, Arizona.

Dr. Laura and Chuck at the 2025 Naperville 
Marines Ball.
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Metropolitan Family 
Services DuPage  
Honors the Foundation 
With Its Community 
Leadership Award

Maximize the Benefits of Your Giving with 
the Illinois Gives Tax Credit

On May 7, Metropolitan Family Services DuPage (MFSD) hosted its 25th Annual DuPage Gala: A Night to Stand 
Up for Families at Arrowhead Golf Club in Wheaton. During the event, it honored DuPage Foundation with its 
Community Leadership Award, a milestone that celebrates our longtime support of MFSD’s mission and services. 

For decades, we have been a proud partner in helping MFSD empower families and individuals across the county 
through early childhood education and mental health services, and support for survivors of domestic violence. 
Through our Community Impact grant program, the DuPage Community Transformation Partnership in conjunction 
with the DuPage County Board, our Bright & Early DuPage initiative, and support from our donor-advised fund 
representatives and other funding partners, we have awarded more than $2.8 million to MFSD since 1988. 

These grants have fueled programs that prepare young DuPage children for kindergarten, strengthen family 
stability, expand access to essential services, and provide safe shelter for those facing crisis. Our support of MFSD 
reflects a shared commitment to ensuring that every person in DuPage County has the support they need to thrive. 

“For decades, Metropolitan Family Services DuPage has created positive change across our community, touching 
the lives of thousands,” said DuPage Foundation President & CEO Mike Sitrick. “Its holistic approach not only 
supports families and individuals; it makes our community stronger. We are proud, along with our partners and 
donors, to support MFSD, and are honored to receive this award.” 

The Illinois Gives Tax Credit offers a 25% state income tax credit for charitable 
contributions to permanent endowment funds at qualified Illinois community 
foundations, including DuPage Foundation. It’s a powerful way to invest in the 
long-term wellbeing of our community while receiving a meaningful tax benefit.

Put these tax credits to work for DuPage!

Speak with your accountant or financial advisor today to learn more. You can also 
visit dupagefoundation.org/ILGives or contact Natalie Knight, vice president for 
advancement, at natalie@dupagefoundation.org or 630.598.5291.

Welcoming Natalie Knight and Celebrating Key Staff Updates

This spring, we welcomed Natalie Knight as our next vice president for advancement. Natalie 
brings more than 20 years of nonprofit fundraising experience, most recently serving at The Morton 
Arboretum, where she successfully executed a $17 million campaign. At the Foundation, she 
will shape a comprehensive strategy to expand philanthropic capacity and maximize community 
impact including the Foundation’s All In DuPage community-endowment building campaign. 

Laura Timmerberg Marks a Decade of Impact
We are proud to celebrate Program Officer Laura Timmerberg’s 10-year 
anniversary with the Foundation. 

Since joining us in 2016 as a program associate, Laura has grown into a 
vital force behind our grantmaking. She leads program research, evaluates 
proposals, tracks grant activity, and ensures thoughtful follow-through long after funds 
are awarded. Laura’s steady hand supports key initiatives including our Community 
Impact, Bright & Early DuPage, Arts DuPage, DuPage Community Transformation 
Partnership, and donor-advised fund grantmaking. She also partners with local high 
school guidance teams to administer our scholarship programs.

We are grateful for Laura’s decade of dedicated service and the many ways she helps 
our community thrive. Thank you, Laura!

“Ten years 
have flown by! 
Looking back 
on the past 

decade, I’m grateful for 
every opportunity I’ve had 
to learn and grow—and  
I’m excited for what’s  
to come.”

       – Laura Timmerberg

Representatives from DuPage Foundation and Metropolitan Family Services DuPage 
at MFSD’s gala in May.

“Illinois Gives made it an especially compelling time to give. By establishing a fund with 
DuPage Foundation, we are providing lasting support to organizations addressing real 
needs in DuPage County while also taking advantage of the tax benefit. I hope more 
people will explore this opportunity to make a difference in our community. ”

                                                                                  – Michelle and Tracy Carlson

Clarice Vidmar has been promoted to donor services & events manager. In her two years 
with us, Clarice has demonstrated tremendous growth while adding significant value to the 
Foundation, leading our Next Generation Initiative and Annual Benefit and managing a portfolio 
of donors. Clarice also keeps the Advancement Team running behind the scenes by managing 
our donor services efforts.

Michael Trench, who served as vice president for advancement since 2023, has transitioned 
into a part-time role as senior philanthropy officer. He will continue to work closely with donors to 
help them accomplish their charitable goals and support our All In DuPage campaign. During 
Michael’s tenure as vice president for advancement, he helped drive record engagement and 
fundraising growth.

Kait Miller Balsewicz has been promoted to director of executive operations & planning. An 
eight-year Foundation team member, she will lead executive operations and oversee strategic 
initiatives as a member of the leadership team. Kait will also continue to supervise our marketing & 
communications and support complex gift planning efforts.

Please join us in congratulating each of these outstanding team members on their new roles! 
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